HISTORY OF TELC

According to the local legend, the foundation of Tel¢
is connected with the victory of the Moravian Duke
Otto II. over the Czech Duke Btetislav in 1099. It is said
that in the memory of the battle the victor established
first a chapel, later a church and then a community,
which is the Old Town today. The only historical proof
is the documentation of a seigniorial estate and watch
tower with a little church, which was the residence of
the royal administrator. This royal property, Tel¢ was
paid out by Charles IV, firstly it was redeemed (1335)
and secondly it was exchanged with Jindtich of Hradec
for the border castle Banov (1339). This family started
founding a new Telé. Menhart of Hradec is supposed
to have built the castle, church, water fortification and
Gothic houses around the large marketplace. The town
started to expand after 1354, and in spite of rapid
development - it was granted the rigth to carry out
capital sentences and the right to hold annual markets
by Charles 1V, it used to suffer from fires (in 1386 the
whole western half of the square including the church
and town hall were burnt out) and later still from the
Hussites rebellions. According to the Town Chronicle
established in 1359 (and later lost) the town of Tel¢
was - except for the castle - conquered in 1423 by the
Hussites “army led by Jan Hvézda of Vicemilice. The re-
covery ot the town required quite a long time, although
it was awarded additional privileges in the fifteenth
century (fairs, brewing, the sale of salt). Zacharias of
Hradec takes over the Tel¢ estate and both the town
and castle enjoy the period of prosperity. This enlight-
ened and rich magnate (also thanks to the mariage
with Katetina of Wallenstein) greatly renovates the
Gothic castle and constructs joining it a chateau in the
Renaissance style. Italian workmen invited to the castle
help the burghers to rebuild the Gothic dwellings into
the neat houses with attractive facades and arcades. At
the same time the town water mains and new hospi-
tal were built, and new ponds, trades and new ways
of management were established. Zacharias as well
as other men of the Hradec family die without male
offspring, and thus Lucie Ottilie, sister of the last of
them brings her husband, Vilém Slavata (a well-known
governor who had played his role within the Prague
Defenestration in 1618) to the Tel¢ estate (as well as to
Hradec), together with a new noble family.

The rule of the Slavatas was affected by the Thirty
Years’ War. Tel¢ as well as the whole region suffers
under the Swedish (and also the Imperial) Armies. In
1645 for a short period the town was even occupied
and plundered by the Swedish forces. The estate was
managed by the men of the family (Vilém, Jachym
Oldtich, Ferdinand Vilém), the history of the town was,
however, most influenced by Jachym’s widow whose
maiden name was Frantiska, the Countess of Meggau.
She invited the Jesuits to Tel¢, she had their college
built directly opposite the chateau (1655), also the

Church of the Name of Jesus (1667) was built, and the
former malting house below the parish church was
reconstructed to the hostel of St. Angels (resembling a
temple music school), in addition she founded a new
cemetery at Podoli (1676). At the same time also the
Jesuit Latin Grammar School, pharmacy and meteo-
rological centre were founded. The Slavatas rule also
ended without any male progeny and the last son of
FrantiSka, Jan Karel Jachym, the general superior of
the Carmelite Order, in spite of the Pope’s Dispensa-
tion refuses to return to the family estate.

Thus the Lichtenstein-Kastelkorn family succeed to
Tel¢, but again the first of them - FrantiSek Antonin
(who built the church of St. Jan z Nepomuku and wi-
dened the chapel of St. Vojtéch) dies in 1761 without
a heir. His relative on the distaff side, Alois the Count
Podstatsky, unified the coast-of-arms of both the fami-
lies in 1762. Then the Podstatsky-Lichtensteins mana-
ged the Tel¢ estate until 1945 when the last members
of the family were espelled to Austria.

The befinning of the 18th century was characterised
by oppression from the holders of authority, but then
it is possible to register the rise of the middle-class,
and the wealthy townspeople help beautify their town
with public fountains, the Marian Column, statues and
chapels. In the second half of the century the town ex-
periences the reforms of the Austrian Emperor Joseph
II: in 1773 righs of the Jesuit Order were cancelled (the
college is rebuilt into an army barracks) one year later
the same happened to the Grammar School while the
church of the Holy Spirit and other chapels were can-
celled in 1785. This period seems to be the beginnings
of germanisation at schools, in the public life and even
in the families.

The beginning of the 19th century represents the
rise of industrialisation. The Lang factory manufactu-
ring cloths begins in the former Slavata’s yard, this
factory had as many as 600 employees. The second
half of the 19th century brings a reinforcement of na-
tional political maturity. An important role was played
by the schools founded in 1852. Thanks to the teachers
and professors as well as to all the others who were
operating there (publisher Solc and others) there
rose a few associations (the Civic Beseda, Omladina (a
youth association), Sokol, the National Unity) and Tel¢
played an important role within the whole region of
Southwest Moravia.

With regard to communications, the isolation of the
town ended by the construction of the railway connec-
ting Kostelec with Tel¢ in 1898 and by its additional
branch leading from Tel¢ via Slavonice to Schwarze-
nau in Austria.

Also new cultural and economic life started to
develop. No matter how much Tel¢ vitalised, grew and
spread, the inner town between the ponds and gates
has kept the beautiful charm of the days of Zacharias.
And this is the main reason for which the historical
heart of the town was registered in 1992 on the UNE-
SCOs List of World Cultural Heritage sites.
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PROGRAM OF THE CONFERENCE

FRIDAY JUNE 8™

9.00 - 10.00

Registration

10.00 - 10.15
WELCOME NOTE
Dr. Michal Vasecka, Masaryk University Brno

10.15 - 12.00
INTRODUCTORY SESSION

Dr. Jean-Francois Gaudreault-Desbients,
University of Montreal
Multiculturalism, Multinationalism, Identity
Negotiation and the Limits of Constitutional
Patriotism: the Case of Canada

Dr. Jarmila Lajcdkovd, CVEK Bratislava
The Promise of Multiculturalism in CEE

Dr. Michal Vasecka, Masaryk University Brno
Nationalized Citizenship in Central
European Countries

12.00 - 13.30 Lunch

13.30 - 15.00

15T SESSION - CONCEPT
OF A NATION REVISITED

Dr. Roman Vido, Masaryk University Brmo
Religion, Nations, and European ldentity

Peter Drdl, Milan Simecka Foundation
Bratislava
Do We Need Nation at All?

Marcin Odelski, Wroctaw School of Banking
Citizenship, Ethnicity and Nation: on the
Inverse Power of Words. Convergency and
Divergency in Jurgen Habermas's Concept of
Citizenship

15.00 - 15.30 Coffee break

15.30 - 17.00
2NP SESSION - FORMS OF NATIONALISM IN CEE

Dr. Vdclav Stétka, Masaryk University Brno
Media Reproduction of Nationalism in the
Czech Republic: Routine, Ritual and the
Realm of Popular Culture

Dr. Pawet Kubicki, Jagelonian University
Krakow
Polish Nationalism in 215t century

Raluca Golesteanu, Graduate School for
Social Research Warsaw
Romanian and Polish Identifications of
Nationalism in the 21st century

19.00 - 21.00 Dinner
Restaurant “Pod KasStany”

SATURDAY JUNE o™

9.00 - 10.30

3R SESSION - THE POLITICS OF ETHNICITY
- PRIMORDIAL THINKING IN PRACTICE

Dr. Vladislav B. Sotirovic, Vilnius University
Making Boshnjak Ethnopolitical Identity by
Creation of Bosnian Language in Bosnia &
Herzegovina and Sandzak, 1993 - 2007

Damiana G. Otoiu, Bucharest University
Property Restitution and Nationa(i*t) Politics
and Policies on Postsocialist Romania

Natsanda Tadié¢, Nezavisne novine, Banja

Luka - Alexander Conevski, Bulgarian-

Romanian Interuniversity Center, Rousse
Nation and Identity Creation in Balkan Post-
Communist Countries

10.30 - 11.00 Coffee break

11.00 - 12.30

4™ SESSION - WHAT DOES NATIONALISM
RESPOND TO AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 2157
CENTURY IN CENTRAL EUROPE?

Marcin Drabek - Marta Klimowicz, University
of Wroctaw
Brave New Poland. Political Nationalism of
Polish Rightwing Ruling Parties in Years
2005 - 2007.

Igor JaSurek, Masaryk University Brno
Nationalism in Slovakia in the Twenty-first
Century. Overcoming or Reinforcing the
legacy?

Zoltdn Kdntor, Hungarian Institute of

International Affair Budapest
Concepts and Processes: the “Political
Nation” and the “Cultural Nation” Revisited

12.30 - 14.00 Lunch

14.00 - 15.30

5™ SESSION - NATIONALISM AND CITIZENSHIP
IN ETHNOCULTURALLY DIVERSE SOCIETIES

Martin Skop - Barbora Vackovd, Masaryk
University Brno
The Concept of Nationality in Courts
Decisions

lonut Piturescu, National School of Political
Science, Romania
Dynamics of Vlach-Aromanian
“Constitutional Patriotism”, a Quest
Complying the Context

Zuzana Loubet del Bayle, University of Paris |
Federation Plans in Central Europe from
1930 to 1960: the Czechoslovak Model

15.30 - 15.45
FINAL REMARKS
Dr. Michal Vasecka, CVEK Bratislava

16.00 - 17.00 Visit of the Telc¢ castle




